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Mrs. Leary
lleary@edgewoodk8.org

Dear Sixth Grade Students and Guardians,

Welcome to sixth grade!  I am looking forward to an exciting and engaging year in sixth grade 
language arts and science.  Entering the middle school can be a big transition for both students 
and parents.  My goal is to help make this transition successful for all.

Classroom Expectations
Students should come to class prepared with all materials needed.  Our classroom environment is 
one that fosters respect, responsibility, productivity, and creativity. 

Science
The sixth grade focus in science includes topics from Physical Science, Earth Science, and Life 
Science:
  -Nature of Science                          -Food Webs / Ecosystems
  -Metric System                  -STEM Activities
  -Classification       -Fossils
  -Taxonomy         -Scientists & Branches of Science
  -Kingdoms of Life       
  -Plate Tectonics
  -Structure of Earth
  -Earthquakes & Volcanoes

In middle school we use a NGSS looped curriculum.  One of the main resources we use is Kessler 
Science. It uses the 5E method of instruction (engagement, exploration, explanation, elaboration, 
and evaluation).  In addition, we will utilize the Science World magazine.

Grading
Labs/Projects 30%
Quizzes/Tests 35%
Classwork/Participation 15%
Homework 20%



Language Arts
This year in language arts, the sixth graders will:
● increase their communication skills through reading, writing, speaking, and the study of the 

English language
● use a variety of thinking strategies to understand, analyze, and create text for personal 

enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving
● collect, analyze, and cite specific evidence to formulate questions, construct arguments, make 

decisions, and reinforce thinking

We will read a variety of books during that span multiple genres throughout the year.  The students 
will utilize whole class novels, short stories, book clubs, and literature circles.

Our writing units this year will cover narrative, informational, argumentative, persuasive, and poetry. 
Also, we use our writing journal several times weekly for different purposes.

Spelling & Vocabulary Book (Zaner Bloser- Spelling Connections)
Students will complete three pages from one unit each week. The pages will be assigned on Monday 
and will be due on Friday.  There will be a spelling test for the 20 words in the unit on each Friday.

Independent Reading/Book Talks
Each sixth grader will be are required to do a minimum of one book talk per trimester.  It needs to be 
on a book that they are currently reading during this school year and cannot be a book they are 
reading for their book club. They will be required to fill out a book talk form and then give a 2-3 
minutes talk about their book to the class. We will read daily in class and I highly encourage reading 
at home, as well.

Grading
Homework 15%
Participation & Classwork 15%
Spelling/Vocabulary 20%
Tests/Quizzes 25%
Essays/Speeches/Projects 25%

Homework
Homework will be given on a regular basis.  It is intended to support the learning being done in the 
classroom.  Homework should be completed fully and on time to allow continuity with class activities.  
Homework that is turned in late will result in a deduction of points for that assignment.


